SOUTH EAST REGION MASTERS & SENIORS MEET

30th & 31st January 1020

PERMITTED SWIMWEAR
At the FINA Bureau meeting on 14 & 15th January 2010 the following was agreed.  

Masters: the same swimwear regulations as per pool swimming will be applied from January 15, 2010.  

[The term “Pool swimming” is used because the previous paragraph referred to Open Water swimming.]
From the British Swimming web site notice of the ASA rules change to take account of the FINA rule was announced as follows.  

With effect from 1st January 2010, the ASA rules on swimwear/costumes shall be changed. The current wording in Regulation 411 (“Costumes”) will no longer apply and instead the below shall come into force: 

Regulation 411 (amended) Costumes 
411.1 The swimwear (swimsuit, cap and goggles) of competitors in all competitions shall be in accordance with the FINA General Rules and Bylaws on swimwear, in force on the date of the competition.

The implications on British Masters rules were discussed at the British Swimming Board meeting on 23rd January 2010 and the following statement has been released.
1 We (British Swimming) would adopt strictly FINA Rules with regard to all British Championships in swimming and Open Water. 

2 Regarding Masters we have adopted a slightly different view, in that we will accept that swimmers may only swim in suits that conform to the FINA requirements in all respects, but we will allow people to use suits that whilst they conform may not necessarily be on the current list of FINA approved suits.  The referee to be the final decision maker on a suit being FINA Compliant.

The FINA requirements for suits are as follows.
BL 8.2 In swimming competitions the competitor must wear only one swimsuit in one or two pieces. No additional items, like arm bands or leg bands shall be regarded as parts of a swimsuit. 

BL 8.3 From January 1, 2010 swimwear for men shall not extend above the navel nor below the knee, and for women, shall not cover the neck, extend past the shoulder, nor shall extend below knee. All swimsuits shall be made from textile materials. 

 [Note that zips and other fasteners are not normally made of textile materials.]
And for records the following rule applies.
SW 12.7 World Records can be established only by swimmers wearing FINA approved swimsuits.
In summary, for this competition and for British Records, swim wear must comply with the FINA requirements. For European and World records suits worn must be on the FINA approved list.  The referee’s decision will be final.

Swimmers should advise the referee if they are likely to achieve a record before their swim.  If they do not do this, then they must tell the referee immediately after the swim so that their suit can be inspected.  In the event of them achieving a record the make and model of their swim suit will be recorded.  Record application forms will not be signed without the swimwear details.  
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